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2011-12 NFHS Volleyball
Rules Book Corrections
Page 48 – Points of Emphasis # 4 Suspended 
Net Systems, line 5 should read:  “A system y , y
also having poles on one side of the net used 
to retract the system may result in a replay 
when contacted by the ball. are also 
considered playable overhead obstructions

Page 60 - #1 Illegal Alignment/Improper 
Server/Inaccurate Lineup
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Game Equipment 
Rule 3-1-1
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Other Hair Devices 
Rule 4-1-5

Legal Legal
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Authorized Officials
Rule 5-1-3

SITUATION:  In set 5, the two teams are playing very 
aggressively and the first referee warns both benches 
f f fof their conduct.  Before the set is completed, a fight 

breaks out and the fans aggressively threaten the 
referees about a call.  Players from each team get 
involved.  The first referee stops play, declares a 
forfeit and the officials are escorted immediately by 
host administrators to the locker room.  The 
scoresheet is verified and signed and the referees fillscoresheet is verified and signed, and the referees fill 
out required reports on the incident to the state 
association including the player conduct while in the 
locker room.  
RULING:  Correct procedure.
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Other Editorial Changes
1-2-2 
4 1 1

6-4-3a
6 4 6 Penalty 24-1-1 

4-1 Note
5-4-3b(2)
5-4-3b(15-17)
6 2 2

6-4-6 Penalty 2
8-2-5d
9-2-2
9-5-1b
9 9 16-2-2 9-9-1g
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Referee Platforms 
Rule 3-1-6
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Legal Uniforms? 
Rule 4-2-2
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Retractable Net System 
Rule 2-2-2

Retractable Net System 
Rule 2-2-2

SITUATION: The host school has a ceiling-
suspended net system.  The ball contacts (a) p y ( )
the cables located on only one side of the net 
which retract the system, (b) a pole located 
only on one side of the net at approximately a 
45 degree angle to the ceiling used to retract 
the system, (c) the poles located at the end of 

h t hi h ti l t i f theach net which are vertical extensions of the 
standards.  In all situations, the officials rule 
these playable overhead obstructions and 
allow play to continue. 
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Retractable Net System 
Rule 2-2-2

RULING: (a) Correct Procedure, (b) and (c) Incorrect 
Procedure.  COMMENT: Cables which are used to 
retract a ceiling-suspended net system and located 
only on one side of the net are playable overhead 
obstructions. If the ball contacts a pole, located only 
on one side of the net and used to retract the system 
and it affects play, it shall be ruled as a possible 
replay at the discretion of the referees.  Poles which 
vertically extend from the standards are treated likevertically extend from the standards are treated like 
the standards and the ball is out-of-bounds when it 
contacts them.  

Fundamentals of 
Coaching Volleyball – $50
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Designed for parents
Explains what interscholastic 

The Role of the Parent in Sports
www.nfhslearn.com

athletics are about
Provides information and resources 
to ensure their child has a positive 
educational sport experience
Includes units on:

• What interscholastic athletics are about
• What You and Your Child Want Out of School Sports• What You and Your Child Want Out of School Sports
• Having a Successful Educational Sport Experience
• Making the Call
• Plan for Improvement
• Keeping Perspective

(Research based content provided by MSU Institute of Study of Youth Sport)

NFHS Officials Association Central Hub
www.nfhs.arbitersports.com

Contains
sport 
information
rules information
rules library
searchable rules 
book and case 
book
video content on 
officiating sport, 
competition 
situations and 
interpretations
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Concussion in Sports 
www.nfhslearn.com

NFHS Volleyball Publications
The Rules Book, Case 
Book/Manual, Scorebook and 
other volleyball materials canother volleyball materials can 
be ordered:

• online at www.nfhs.com
• by calling 1-800-776-3462


